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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 21 
April 2004. 

2. Claims 1-52 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 

this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 1-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chen et al. U.S. patent no. 5,506,955. 

5. As to claim 1 , Chen teaches substantially the invention as claimed, 
including a method, comprising: 

a) receiving a message (message) that was sent from a remote device, said 
message comprising a definition (data reduction and alarms, statistics), a state 
change (conditions), and a command, said definition defining a fixed aspect of a 
user environment, said state change describing a change in a non-fixed aspect of 
said user environment, said command being a directive that causes a function to 
be performed (Chen, col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, line 
67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - coL 94, line 51; col. 98, line 
55 - col. 100, line 25)] and 
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b) processing said definition before said state change and said command are 
processed (col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, 
line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 
100, line 25), processing said state change before said command is processed 
(col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - 
col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 
25), and processing said command (Chen, col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, 
line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 
94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

6. As to claim 2, Chen teaches, wherein said command further comprises an 
express command (Chen, col. 19 line 16 - col. 20, line 67; col. 31, lines 14-17). 

7. As to claim 3, Chen teaches, wherein said express command corresponds 
to a clicking a mouse button (Chen, col. 31, lines 14-17). 

8. As to claim 4, Chen teaches, wherein said express command corresponds 
to hitting an enter key (Chen, col. 99, line 27 -col. 100, line 25). 

9. As to claim 5, Chen teaches, wherein said express command corresponds 
to selecting an option from a menu (Chen, col. 13, lines 29-35; col. 99, line 27- 
col. 100, line 25). 

1 0. As to claim 6, Chen teaches, wherein said command further comprises an 
instruction command (Chen, col. 93, lines 57-67). 

11. As to claim 7, Chen teaches, wherein said instruction command 
corresponds to getting a form (col. 40, lines 25-55). 
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12. As to claim 8, Chen teaches, wherein said state change corresponds to a 
new value in a form (a console) (Chen, col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, 
line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

13. As to claim 9, Chen teaches, wherein said definition corresponds to the 
definition of a form (Chen, col. 8, line 34 - col. 9, line 23; col. 93, line 21 - col. 
94, line 51; col, 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

14. As to claim 10, Chen teaches, wherein said processing said definition 
further comprises updating a definition record associated with a GUI 
understanding with said definition (Chen, col. 8, line 34 - col. 9, line 23; col. 93, 
line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

15. As to claim 1 1 , Chen teaches, wherein said processing said state change 
further comprises updating a state record associated with a GUI understanding 
with said state change (Chen, col. 8, line 34 - col. 9, line 23; col. 93, line 21 - 
col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

16. As to claim 12, Chen teaches substantially the invention as claimed, 
including a method executed by a local device that cooperatively operates with a 
remote device in order to implement an application software program, said 
device separated from said remote device by a network, said method comprising: 

a) recognizing that a dependence on said remote device, said 
dependence being a need for said remote device to perform some act, said act 
allowing said application software program to continue to operate (Chen, col. 3, 
line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - co/. 41, 
line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25)\ and 
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b) sending a message to said remote device, said message 
comprising either a definition, a state change, a command or some combination 
thereof, said definition defining a fixed aspect of a said application software 
program, said state change describing a change in a non-fixed aspect of said 
application software program, said command being a directive that causes said 
remote device to perform said act (Chen, col. 3, line 46- col. 5, line 3; col. 38, 
line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 
94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

17. Claims 13-20 are substantially the same the claims 2-9 and are thus 
rejected for the reason similar to those in rejection claims 2-9. 

18. Claims 21-22 are substantially the same the claim 10 and are thus 
rejected for the reason similar to those in rejection claim 10. 

1 9. Claim 23 is substantially the same the claim 1 1 and is thus rejected for the 
reason similar to those in rejection claim 1 1 . 

20. As to claim 24, Chen teaches, receiving an acknowledgement message 
from said remote device, said acknowledgement message comprising either a 
second definition, a second state change, a second command or some 
combination thereof (Chen, col. 3, line 46-coL 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 
39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 
98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25); and 

processing said second definition (if any) before said second state change 
(if any) and before said second command (if any) (Chen, col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, 
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line 3; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14- col. 41, line 64; col. 93, 
line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25); and 

processing said second state change (if any) before processing said 
second command (if any) (Chen, col. 3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 38, line 22 - 
col. 39, line 67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 -col. 94, line 51; 
col. 98, line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

21 . As to claim 25, Chen teaches further comprising translating said definition 
(if any), said state change (if any) and said command (if any) to a GUI (Chen, col. 
3, line 46 - col. 5, line 3; col. 8, line 34 - col. 9, line 23; col. 38, line 22 - col. 39, 
line 67; col. 40, line 14 - col. 41, line 64; col. 93, line 21 - col. 94, line 51; col. 98, 
line 55 - col. 100, line 25). 

22. Claim 26 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

23. Claims 27-36 are substantially the same the claims 2-1 1 and are thus 
rejected for the reason similar to those in rejection claims 2-11. 

24. Claim 37 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 12; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale as in claim 12. 

25. Claims 38-50 are substantially the same the claims 13-25 and are thus 
rejected for the reason similar to those in rejection claims 13-25. 

26. Claim 51 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

27. Claim 52 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 12; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 12. 
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28. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
703-306-0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 




